
TRIED & TESTED

March 2010 Computeractive 31

OFFICE

C
onverting paper

documents into electronic

ones needs two things: a

scanner or camera, and

optical character recognition 

(OCR) software.

Once you have a document as a

computer file, though, it needs to be

effectively editable for easy

retrieval. Paperport is designed to do

both these things and is just about the

only document manager available at

a reasonable price for the home or

small business customer.

Paperport 12 offers a simple

process in which each document you

scan or load is shown as a thumbnail

of its first page. It works with

whatever scanner is connected to the

computer, either a standalone flatbed

model or the scanner section of a

combined printer/scanner. Choose

the type of scan that's needed –

black-and-white or colour – and the

software will automatically handle

problems such as adjusting the

contrast and straightening the 

final image.

That's only the start, though. At

the bottom of the Paperport screen

are a series of icons taken from the

applications that it finds on the

computer. If you want to convert the

scanned documents into Word or

PDF format, drag the document icon

over the appropriate program icon

and the OCR application converts 

it automatically.

Nuance makes the leading

Omnipage OCR engine and the

version included here did a very

good job with the test documents we

tried coming through looking very

much like the originals, but with

editable, searchable text. Having a

searchable PDF file, where each

page has text rather than being

scanned pictures of pages, is a lot
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more useful and, as a bonus, takes

up less room on the hard disk. Afull

version of Nuance’s PDF Reader

software is included.

Paperport 12 works not only with

scanned images but can also handle

pictures of documents taken using a

digital camera. The software can

correct an image skewed left or

right, forward or back in three

dimensions. Using a camera can be

a lot easier than carrying round a

scanner so if you have to scan

documents when away from a

computer this is a bonus.

The program can be used for

categorisation and filing of

documents, offering 29 different

colour tags to help organise the

work. It can also create PDF files

from mixed content, so you can put

together a PDF containing, for

example, a Word document, an

Excel spreadsheet and photos.

ACCESSORY

The protective circle

N
otebook computers are as

commonplace as ladies

bags. One of the reasons

for this incredible

popularity is the convenience of

portability without sacrificing the

processing power.Anotebook user

has to contend with the problem of

scratches on the display. Atypical

A must add-on
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users flip opens his laptop

while traveling in trains,

buses, or taxis, in college

canteens and myriad other

places. Scratches really

disfigure your pretty gadget.

As the saying goes precaution

is better than cure. Spending

money on display security is

always a good decision. We

have reviewed ScratchGard’s

notebook screen guard, seeking a

solution to this vexing problem.

Using an ultra-high strength

acrylic that is nearly indestructible.

ScratchGard screen protector claims

to secure your screen from future

scratches and provides 100 percent

display protection. We tried the

ScratchGard on a 14in Dell

notebook. Installation is very

simple. Just wipe the screen with a

cloth to remove the dust and

smudges and stick the screen

protector with the supplied spatula.

Make sure not to leave any air

bubbles. After installation we tried

scratching the screen using a coin to

simulate real world situations. The

protector performed admirably with

no scratches appearing on the

screen. Overall, it’s a must add-on

for all notebook users. The

ScratchGard screen protector is

available for all kinds of electronic

device including notebooks,

LCD/plasma screens and mobile

phones from all manufacturers. 
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Turn paper documents into fully editable, searchable files
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